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A This Thornycroft Sturdy dropside supplied soon after the war by Parrs of Leicester to a regular customer, Ernest A Bale, of Church Gresley, Burton-on-Trent, 
hardly local, which also took a Dodge and an ERF, also seen in these pages. That little supplier's transfer at the bottom of the door appears on many of the 
vehicles sold by Parrs seen in this publication. 



A During the war, when production of ERFs was limited, Parrs obviously supplied whatever vehicles it could get hold of for customers, like this Maudslay Merlin 
for Mansfield & Dawson of Derby. 
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Above:Typical of the lorries supplied by Ford & Slater was this late 1950s Leyland Comet dropside rigid for seed and grain merchants, Wherry & Sons, of Bourne, 
Lincolnshire. 

Cover: A splendid 1938 ERF Cl.682 eight-wheeled dropside, supplied to Alexandra Stone by Parrs of Leicester, soon after becoming a distributor for ERF. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 


Dealer’s Pictures of Customers’ 
Lorries used as Sales Aids 


W e are always looking for new 
sources of pictures, especially 
if they represent a theme - and 
here we've struck gold - twice over...The 
pictures of lorries in this publication have 
come from two vehicle dealers, for whom the 
photographs were originally taken. Vehicle 
manufacturers and dealers have always 
taken pictures of the lorries they delivered 
in their customers' liveries. We have long 
been used to seeing these in the news 
pages of transport magazines, but there 
have always been other ways to use them for 
promotional purposes. 

One use ties in nicely with our on-going 
'Selling Lorries' theme, using adverts of 
the past to show the trends of the time in 
commercial vehicle design and operation. 

All sorts of manufacturers, including lorry- 
makers, have used pictures of their products 
in use with well-known names, on the basis 
that: "If it's good enough for them..." 

In some cases, the adverts have come, not 
directly from the manufacturer of the body 
or chassis, but from the supplying dealer 
- although there might have been some 
support from the lorry-maker, as we'll see. 
Even if you don't get your press release used 
in the news pages, your customer's lorry will 
still be seen in the magazines. 

There's an obvious knock-on effect as well, 
in that the operator, having been identified 
as a user of your products on this occasion, 
is more likely to come back for a further 
order in the future - presuming that they 
are satisfied with the performance of the 
vehicle(s) in question. It's often the repeat 
orders which get featured in this way - 
perhaps it's safer that way, and you're more 
sure the operator will say nice things about 



A A simple advert from 1944. During the war, it 
was just important to keep the company name in 
the trade press, ready for better times. 




ERF 


LOCAL AGENTS 


PARRS <ltd > CAR ACE 


'GRAMS: 

‘ GARAGE.’ 


LEICESTER 


’PHONES: 

61511 / 2 / 3 . 


TRENT NAVIGATION COMPANY, NOTTS. T. GOY & SONS, LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The above are some of our recent deliveries. 


Official 


Service Agents. 


A An advert dating from 1938, in the early days of Parrs' ERF dealership and Gardner agency, showing 
lorries sold to customers, including some seen in these pages, for E Easingwood and Mason & Son. 


you if asked for opinions by a third party... 

There is another use for these pictures, 
which is where most of the ones featured 
here come in. Lorry dealers would have a 
file of pictures of vehicles they had sold to 
'satisfied customers'. The salesman would be 
able to say, for example: "You want a tipper, 
well here is one we sold the XYZ Transport a 
few months back," and so on... 


The dealers would also have pictures from 
the manufacturers, showing the types of lorry 
that they could offer, but hadn't actually sold 
themselves. For instance, a while back, we 
came by a wonderful series of pictures like 
this, showing all sorts of different Bedford- 
based fire engines. As a manufacturer, 
Scammell was particularly good at taking 
and providing pictures of examples of all the 
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September 22, 1950 . THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR 





> Parrs' early post-war advertising proudly 
showed the company's premises in Leicester, 
usually along with a vehicle delivered to one of 
its customers. Here is an ERF six-wheeled tractor 
unit and low-loader trailer for Holloway Brothers, 
from Commercial Motor for 22 September, 1950, 
the show issue. 

different types of lorry - and trailer - which 
the company produced Even now, these 
crop up all over the place, as you'll see 
here... 

Parrs of Leicester 

And so to the pictures in the first part of this 
publication. Colin Chesterman has always 
been in contact with all the lorry people in 
the Leicester area and beyond, and had 
been speaking to a gentleman who used 
to work for Parrs, the ERF dealership based 
in Abbey Lane, Leicester. Unfortunately, he 
passed away, but Colin was able to obtain 
from his widow a whole file full of pictures of 
vehicles sold by the dealership - and not just 
ERFs. 

The Parrs dealership was part of a group 
of companies, Parrs (Leicester) Ltd, with a 
banking background, of which F H Gerard 
had been a director since 1904. As well as 
a businessman and fellow director of Parrs, 
his son Frederick Roberts 'Bob' Gerard was 
well-known both before and after World 
War II as a racing driver, in Rileys pre-war 
and ERAs, then a Cooper-Bristol and Turner 
sports cars afterwards, and thought of as a 
well-respected competitor. After he stopped 
driving competitively, he continued to run 
a racing team into the 1970s, alongside car 
and commercial garages. Bob Gerard Ltd is 
still in business selling cars. 

Meanwhile, in 1936, Parrs had sold 
out its substantial local bus interests to 
Midland Red, and started to concentrate 
on commercial vehicle maintenance. The 
company was soon appointed as an agent 
for Gardner diesel engines and later, when 
Edwin Foden split with his relatives, ERF 
commercial vehicles, as well as Dodge and 
Thornycroft and JNSN lorries, according to 
contemporary accounts and adverts from the 
time. 

Parrs became well-known nationally, as 
ERF dealers in particular, for many years. 
However, Cossington Commercials took 
over as ERF distributors from 1974-94, until 
getting into financial difficulties itself, and 
being rescued by Mercedes-Benz in 1995. 

A company called AK Commercials now 
uses Cossington's Syston site, while R H 
Commercials is a Renault truck dealer, based 
in Cossington. 


Parrs' premises, in Abbey Lane, Leicester, 
once part of the main A6 trunk road through 
the city between London and Manchester, 
were later used by Castle Motor Company, 
Rootes Group agents and now by Robin & 
Day, Peugeot dealers. 

The pictures seen here reflect the earlier 
years of the Parrs commercial vehicle 
sales, from the late 1930s to the early 
1950s, with Dodge, ERF and Thornycroft 
lorries predominating, but other makes 
were obviously supplied, presumably in 
conjunction with other distributors, such as 
Ford & Slater in the case of Scammells in 
the later years, co-operation which might 
come as something of a surprise in these 
competitive days. 


Ford & Slater 

Colin Chestermanhas also provided some 
pictures of vehicles that were sold by the 
Leicester branch of Ford & Slater. This 
company was set up as a vehicle dealership 
in the late 1920s and grew to have a 
network of branches across the East of 
England, and still is one of the largest DAF 
dealership groups in the UK. The company 
was first based in Leicester, with premises in 
Gwendolen Road, off East Park Road in the 
city, before moving to Narborough Road, 
close to Junction 21 of the Ml motorway in 
the late 1960s. 

While at Gwendolen Road, the company 
was a main agent for Vulcan lorries, as 
well as Perkins Engines, with many petrol- 
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engined lorries being converted to diesel 
power during the 1950s and '60s. When 
Vulcan was taken over by the Rootes Group, 
Ford & Slater was appointed as an agent for 
Leyland and Albion. The company went on 
to supply both Leyland Group and Vauxhall/ 
Bedford products to many fleets, large and 
small. 

We also have a number of pictures of 
both Bedford and Leyland Group vehicles 
supplied by the company's branch in 
Grimsby, courtesy of Ray Newcomb, 'finder 
of the lost treasure'. Ray tells us the pictures 
were loaned to him for us to use by fellow 
members of 'The Wednesday Club', a group 
of local retired transport enthusiasts, Derek 
Sykes and Steve McCoy, who used to be 
a salesman at Ford & Slater. The original 
prints, used by the company for promotional 
purposes, had been bought at an auction in 
Louth, Lincolnshire some months back. A tea 
chest full of pictures was said to have been 
in the stores when the branch was closed; 
these could be some of them. To this day, 
many vehicle dealers have photographs 
taken of new vehicles, which go to the new 
owners and operators, as well as into their 
files and advertising material. 

These pictures were taken for Ford & 

Slater by the Grimsby Evening Telegraph 
photographer, showing a range of vehicles 
supplied by the company's Grimsby branch, 
mainly in the late 1950s and early 1960s. 

There is nothing like the endorsement 
of your product by another buyer to help 
sales, so pictures of vehicles in the livery 
of operators, well-known or local, have 
always been popular. Let's face it, they still 
are - Road Haulage Archive and Vintage 
Roadscene are usually full of them... 

Since being founded in 1928, Ford & Slater 


well as supplying many operators beyond 
the North Lincolnshire area. 

Ford & Slater is still one of the largest 
DAF Trucks dealership groups in the 
UK. The company operates from 12 
dealerships, strategically located across 
the East Midlands and East Anglia. 

In recent years they have won the 
prestigious 'Motor Dealer of the Year' 
award. 

< Ford & Slater advertised its breakdown 
service regularly in the appropriate section of 
Commercial Motor and other trade magazines. 
The company's locations were ideal to cover the 
Ml and a large area of the East of England. 


has been at the forefront of commercial 
vehicle distribution. The company became 
a major chain of dealerships through out 
the Eastern Counties, with branches from 
Ipswich to Leicester to Hull. It supplied 
both Vauxhall/Bedford and Leyland Group 
products to many fleets, large and small. 

The company had a significant presence 
in Grimsby for many years, where there was 
a strong market for lorries, connected with 
local industries, the docks and fishing, as 






MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 



24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 

AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

^-•^FORD & SLATER LIMITED 

[P I 5 ] LEICESTER 823261 

Grimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 
Norwich : Day 20297 Night 20297 


L 




Pictures like these are invaluable in 
showing the sort of lorries that transport and 
other companies were buying at the time, 
time. They might not have the atmosphere, 
which is conveyed by pictures of vehicles 
at work, but as a record they are most 
interesting and we must be grateful for their 
use here. The only thing missing is the colour 
schemes which were used as, unfortunately, 
black and white photographs were the order 
of the day. 

Colin, Ray and the editor have filled in 
as much background to the vehicles as 
possible, but if you have anything to add, 
please do not hesitate to get in touch... & 



.fcpjand ■ dlb&fe - -g 


b - 5 FARES 


o jl it V1 <J E 


• May we quote you for your 
new Leyland Group vehicles 

• Competitive part exchange allowances 
for single vehicles or complete fleets 

FORD Sc SLATER Ltd 

Head Office: 


Head Office ; 

GWENDOLEN ROAD 
LEICESTER 

Phone 36117 


MACAULEY STREET 
GRIMSBY 

Phone 57181 


A An advertisement from one of the 'Leyland Journal' magazines from 1961 , for Ford & Slater, 
showing the Leicester and Grimsby addresses, which includes a picture of a Leyland in a customer's 
livery, a feature often seen in both manufacturers' and dealers' adverts, part of the reasoning behind 
the pictures in this publication, in this case a Comet tipper for Hoveringham. 


























































Lorries sold by Parrs 




A Parrs of Leicester is known among enthusiasts as an 
ERF distributor, but in the early days of the company 
as a lorry dealer, other makes were sold, including 
Dodge. This Anglo-American lorry-builder, owned by 
Chrysler and based at Kew in South-west London, 
built a range of vehicles, from 30 cwt to 4-tonners 
from 1933 onwards, with 6-tonners added after the 
war. A popular feature with operators was their turn 
of speed, from the Canadian-built Chrysler 'flathead' 
side-valve six cylinder petrol engine. An alternative 
from 1938, making the Dodge an 'all-British' vehicle, 
as well as more economical to run, was the Perkins 
diesel engine. 

This 2 or 3 ton short wheelbase tipper, AJU 156, was 
registered in Leicestershire in 1937, for local operator, 
F E Greasley, which hauled asphalt and coal, hence the 
greedy boards. Later we'll see an ERF eight-wheeler 
Parrs also sold to the company. 

> Another Leicestershire tipper operator was J W 
Porter & Son of Mountsorrel. Also in 1937, Parrs 
supplied this company with AJU 110, a Dodge 
4-tonner, with semi-forward control with a shorter 
bonnet housing the Chrysler 'flathead'. The unladen 
weight of this short wheelbase lorry was marked on 
the chassis as 2 tons, 9 cwt 3 quarters, making it under 
the magic 2 V 2 tons, allowing it to legally run at 30 mph. 
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j nly s . 1949. THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR 



PARRS of LEICESTER 


Distributors of 

E.R.F. 

DODGE 

THORNYCROFT 

JENSEN 

JEN-TUG 

Commercial Vehicles 

• 

Official Service Depot for 

GARDNER ENGINES 


ABBEY LANE, LEICESTER 


Telephones : 6151I-2-3-4 

All Service enquiries to 

F. R. GERARD (Works Manager) 


CHARLES E. HAYWARD 

(Salts Manager) 


< Parrs of Leicester was a distributor for a number of lorry makers, as seen from this 
early post-war ad from a 1949 Commercial Motor. 


Y Porters operated out of the quarries around the Leicester area, using a selection 
of lorry makes, including Dodge, Sentinel and Leyland, like this later Octopus tipper, 
which might have been supplied through Parrs, or indeed, Ford & Slater. 




A A similar Dodge short wheelbase tipper, BBC 210 (Leicester, 1937), with the short bonnet, was supplied to Harding & Company, Coal Merchants, of 
Pingle Wharf, Leicester. This company opted for the chrome radiator grille, as well as bumper, for its smart tipper, complete with 'greedy boards', with 
the Unladen weight of 2 tons 8 cwt and Speed 30 mph marked on the toolbox on the side. 

































































> This picture of a Dodge tipper is unmistakeably 
a promotional shot from Pilot Works of Bolton, one 
of the predecessors of Edbro, showing a fixed side 
steel body, 9 ft 8 ins long, by 7 ft wide, with 2 ft 3 
ins sides, which was priced at £257 10s, plus £60 
for the tipping gear. A note says the gear was in a 
special steel sub-frame on the chassis, no longer 
fitted. 


V Although it says 'See Over' on the original 
picture, unfortunately there's nothing on the back. 
We do know that AUT 408 (Leicestershire, 1938) 
was a long wheelbase short bonnet chassis, with 
a wooden dropside body, fleet no 15 for The 
Loughborough Transport, based in that town, and 
still, at 2 tons 9 cwt 2 qr unladen, able to travel at 
30 mph, a big advantage in those days over heavier 
vehicles, restricted to 20 mph. 


PD ELflDTP WCDDEt&S 

^ Q MUTT EE© 


MANCHESTER ROAD 
BOLTON 


M. “lbWARDS & SONS 


Y G H Brown of Groby, near Leicester, was another 
local tipper operator, opting for a longer wheelbase 
for AUT 671 in 1938. Like so many of these pictures 
of lorries supplied by Parrs, it was photographed 
outside the entrance to Abbey Park in Leicester. 


SEE OVER 
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It's Ihe DODGE DEALERS 
ho gel ihe orders— and ihe profits 

Report* of sound and increasing bu *»* # * 
continually coming in from Dodge Dcalc" M 
over the country. And it’s not surpr.Mng, or the 
new Dodge Trucks arc designed to haul bigg 
loads at less cost. Through and through, t cy 
built to do a full day’s job—and no ays ,n 
Down at Kew—t the Dodge Factory-you can 
see for yourself this sturdy construction, the 
thorough-going British workmanship that have 

earned for Dodge Trucks the tu fiAflpAU ADDRESS 

reputation or rugged dependability. F » COUPON 
in and post the coupon for further details. 


DURABLE—DEPENDABLE. 

DODGE 

TRUCK5 




— »00«A' 

To; B 

rir.M " 

NAME 


< A contemporary advert for Dodge lorries from the immediate pre-war years. 

V Transport Contractors, W J Harrison & Son, of Markfield, Leicester, took this 
Dodge Tipper, BNR 939, in 1939. Although officially rated as 4-tonners, these vehicles 
would often carry well over their legal payload, especially during World War II, when 
they would be involved in the construction of airfields and other installations for the 
defence of the realm. 


A This Dodge dropsde for A Brown & Sons, potato merchants of Epworth, just across the River Soar from Abbey Park, AUT 351, had slatted side 
extensions added, so produce could be carried in bulk, as well as in sacks. 

















































A The early post-war Dodges didn't look any different from their pre-war counterparts, as shown here by this tipper, DNR 992 (Leicestershire, 1946), 
most likely rated as a 6-tonner by this time, for Ernest A Bale, of Church Gresley, Burton-onTrent. Note the twin under-body tipping rams on this one, 
which also shows vehicles were supplied to customers across quite a large area. 



A More local was haulage contractor, T W Annable, of Shepshed, which had these two Dodges, DUT 372 and 373 (Leicestershire, early 1947). Fleet no 
72 was a short wheelbase tipper, while 73 was a long wheelbase dropside. They were photographed outside Abbey Park with snow on the ground. The 
unladen weight had crept up to 2 tons 15 cwt, perhaps because Perkins diesel engines were fitted, but the limit for 30 mph operation had also risen to 3 
tons unladen by this time. 
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> Emphasising the link between 
Parrs and 'Bob' Gerard, the 
racing driver, here is a Luton 
van-bodied Dodge, DJF 999 
(Leicester, 1947), for use as a 
racing transorter - that would 
be his ERA over to the left - 
which had signwriting for his 
sponsors. Another picture 
has been seen of the van with 
the Parrs details instead of 
Lawence's radiators on the front 
of the Luton. 


V Annable came back later in 
1947 for another Dodge tipper. 
With its wooden body raised 
by a single underfloor ram, EJU 
880, fleet no 80 (were another 
six vehicles new in between?), 
was on contract to the suppliers 
of 'Granophast' - the safe 
surface. These vehicles would 
by now be 6-tonners - the 
larger-sized tyres being a clue. 
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A Believed to have been associated with the boot and shoe trade of the area, Wildt & Co of Leicester was another customer, taking this box van-bodied 
Dodge, FRY 328, in 1948. 



A This 1947 Dodge long wheelbase dropside, DJF 821, was delivered to A W Squires, fruit and vegetable wholesales, based at the Leicester Wholesale 
Market. 
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A As yet unregistered, but dating from the same period, this Dodge short wheelbase high-sided tipper was for T Simpson, on of the main coal merchants 
in Leicester, which later also operated Commers and ERF eight-wheelers. In the early 1980s, the company merged with W Hercock, to form Hercock 
Simpson International. 


A Van bodywork with a semi-streamlined shaped roof is the latest thing for fuel efficiency, but it seems it's nothing new, as shown by EJF 345, another 
1947 delivery of a Dodge, to Spring & Co Ltd, of Brigg, Lincolnshire, for the distribution of its preserves. The van body also features a large roller-shutter 
on the nearside. 























A This later LAD-cabbed Dodge 300 Series, 874 DBC (Leicester, 1962) was for yet another Leicester local fruit and vegetable merchant, A Marks Ltd. The 
photograph outside the company's premises, suggests the lorry was supplied by Parrs. A Marks also operated Bedford O Types fitted with Perkins P6 
diesels and Seddon Mk 5Ls and later took over another merchant, Springthorpes. 
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REPAIRS & SPARES 

Comprehensive range of spares 
in stock; excellent facilities for 
repairs and maintenance; crank¬ 
shaft grinding, etc., etc. 


PUMP CALIBRATING 

Latest type Test Benches for 
Gardner and Simms pumps, all 
spares and 48 hours’ service. 


RECONDITIONED UNITS 

Heads; blocks; crankshafts; fuel 
and water pumps; governor gear; 
exhausters; sprayers, etc., etc. 


SERVICE ENGINES 

Reconditioned 4LK, 4LW, 5LW 
and 6LW GARDNER; DODGE; 
THORNYCROFT: PERKINS P6, 
and A.E.C. 7.7 D.l. engines usually 
in stock. 


PARRS OF LEICESTER 

FOR 

E.R.F. DODGE 

GARDNER THORNYCROFT 
SERVICE 


ABBEY LANE LEICESTER 

•GRAMS: ••GARAGE " 'PHONES: 61511/2/3 


A Springs of Brigg came back for another vehicle in 1950, taking this Dodge 100 
Series, GAY 97, which was fitted with the same profiled van bodywork as the earlier 
vehicle. 


< An advertisement for Parrs dating from 1944, showing the company's premises, of 
which it was obviously proud, showing the services offered and the dealerships for 
ERF, Gardner, Dodge and Thornycroft. 


A Another picture of a Dodge 100 Series supplied by Parrs shows FUT 926 (Leicestershire, 1949), a lighter model, shown by the six-stud wheels 
and smaller tyres, with box van bodywork for another more distant customer, Gerard Brothers of Nottingham, makers of 'INO Flakes', said to wash 
everything. Such claims were common in those more innocent days. 




































A This Thornycroft Sturdy tipper was a wartime delivery to T W Annable of Shepshed, which opted for Dodges after the war. Fleet no 60, CJU 190 of late 
1941 is seen in full wartime condition, with reduced lighting and bumper and wings edged with white. 



A A few years earlier, BJU 794 (Leicestershire, 1939), a Thornycroft Sturdy dropside, was supplied to WCL of Scunthorpe, another fairly distant customer. 
This was another which scraped under the 21/2 tons unladen limit to permit 30 mph operation. 
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A Obviously photographed in the pouring rain was this Thornycroft Nippy integral van, CRY 390 (Leicester, early 1939), with its oriental-style signwriting 
for 'Samerang Tipps' Pure Rich Tea, said to be Trangrant and Lasting', from the operator, Baines & Whitmore, of Market Street, Leicester. 



A Later becoming one of the many companies to operate Bedford O Types, Pat Barratt, based at the Wholesale Market, Leicester, another wholesale 
fruit and potato merchant, took delivery of this Thornycroft Sturdy platform lorry, CJF 912, just before the start of World War II. 











A This 1938 Thornycroft Sturdy platform lorry, AUT 783, offers a link with Grimsby, where Parrott's Haulage was based, in Julian Street. The company 
also had depots in Birmingham, London and Leicester. 

























< Back to Leicester, and this 
Thornycroft Sturdy Star Diesel, HRY 
552, was supplied in 1951 to Francis 
Nicholls, yet another company based 
at the Wholesale Market in Leicester, 
which later changed its name to Total 
Solutions. It was photographed outside 
the company premises, in particular 
the Bob Gerard Cars showroom. The 
unladen weight is still just under 3 tons, 
allowing 30 mph. 
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> Probably not 
supplied by Parrs, 
but a photograph 
supplied by the 
manufacturer to 
show different 
applications, 
this 'Sturdy 16 ft 
box van, for the 
confectionery trade', 
EGG 212 (Glasgow, 
early 1947), 
complete with side 
shutters, was for 
Archibald's Bread, 
Kingston Bakery, 
Glasgow. 


A An earlier post-war Thornycroft was this Sturdy Diesel dropside, for Hull Haulage Co Ltd, of Boston, Lincolnshire. The ADO registration dates it to 
around 1946. 





































A We saw a Dodge tipper for Ernest A Bale, of 
Church Gresley, Burton-on-Trent. Here is a later 
Thornycroft Sturdy long wheelbase dropside, DNR 
575, also new in 1946. Was this a case of getting 
whatever they could in those early post-war times, 
horses for courses, or was the customer more loyal 
to the dealer than to the lorry manufacturer, as we'll 
see an ERF for the company later? 


< This picture was obviously provided 
by Thornycroft itself, as it features in the 
manufacturer's own literature. It shows a 
'Sturdy 5 cu yd tipper for coal and coke' - note 
the internal partitions for part-loads - for the 
National Coal Board. 



A i his picture of a 1949 (jrimsby-registered I hornycroft Sturdy, btt 12, was presumably distributed to dealers to show the low-height platform body 
with posts and chains for a dairy company. 
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A Any sort of vehicles would have been difficult to get hold of during the war, so it seems Parrs turned to Maudslay to keep the flow of new lorries going 
for its customers. Here we have a tanker, based on a four-wheeled Merlin chassis, CJU 544, registered around 1942, for Dalton & Co Ltd, Silkolene Oil 
Works. Apart from the limited signwriting on the door, it looks as if it was in wartime grey livery. 



< This long wheelbase Maudslay Mogul dropside, BUT 835, also 
dating from around 1942, was in full livery for N Transport - the N 
standing for Narborough - contractor to Empire Stone, but with 
white added to its extremities and restricted lighting. This company 
ran other Maudslays, ERFs and later Seddon 34-Fours. 


> Another Maudslay Mogul dropside, 

RC 8073 (Derby, 1940), for Mansfield & 
Dawson of Cameron Road, Derby, with 
even more white paint on the front wings 
and just one headlamp cowled, the other 
probably without a bulb. 























_ I 

A This shorter Merlin dropside, RC 8237, of 
1942, was also for Mansfield & Dawson, the 
Derby haulage contractors. These vehicles 
were photographed outside Abbey Park, as 
usual for Parrs. 


> This Mogul platform lorry was 
photographed before it was finish-painted 
or the rear mudguards added, so we don't 
know which operator it was for. 


A This Maudslay Mogul Mark II, the informative badge contrasting with the 'Utility'-style radiator, CUT 269, dating from late 1943, with its full livery 
contrasting with its wartime markings and lighting, was for Whiteman's Road Service of Newark. 
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An early post-war Maudslay Mogul, 
again with the 'Utility'-style radiator, 
JRB 299 (Derbyshire, 1946), for 
transport contractors, Harry J Swain & 
Sons, of Somercotes, Derby. 



• -- 






A A proud driver with his new Maudslay Mogul dropside four-wheeler, MNU 536 (Derbyshire, 1948), with the new style of post-war radiator, fleet no 12 
for Chesterfield Transport Ltd. 

























A Another new post-war Maudslay Mogul, this time yet to be registered, for Forman Brothers, another transport company from further away, this time 
Branston, near Lincoln. 



KINDER’S GARAGE 
AND HAULAGE LTD. 
PHONE 39192 


contractors 


A Kinder's Garage and Haulage Ltd was the road transport company run by the legendary 'Ma Walker'. This Maudslay Mikado, CJU 56 from 1941, was 
one of a varied fleet of eight-wheelers, including Fodens and Leylands, run by the company, which was nationalised and later returned as A M Walker. 
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A Aiso new in 1y41 was this Maudsiay Meriin, CJ'U b4, for the fieet of Kichard Murphy of Markfieid, believed to be associated with the Murphy group of 
companies which was a big player in transport in the Leicestershire area for many years. 



■ormRD MURPHY. 


KINDER'S GARAGE 
AND HAULAGE LTD 
PHONE 89192 




- ' ■ *'/y 

g ■ ; ;; 




ROAD TRANSPORT 


+;*mr « _ 

^ 

A The Kinder eight-wheeler and Murphy four-wheeler pictured together outside Abbey Park as usual. 





















A It seems the Maudslays were not the only unusual vehicles for an ERF, Dodge and Thornycroft dealer to supply during the war years. Here's another 
eight-wheeler photographed outside Abbey Park with wartime markings and lights, A Scammell Rigid 8, FA 7905 (Burton-on-Trent, 1942), in the livery of 
Viking Motors of Burton. 







^ - . 3T • -1 


i m | 




i 







I— HlffffffiMI ■MBIT ^ 



A Another Scammell R8, in more or less the same position - with the same driver, obviously a 'Parrs' man' - HRA 558 (Derbyshire, 1942) destined for J & 
G Leah, transport contractors of Riddings in Derbyshire. Note the details differences between the two lorries. 
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A Scammell obviously supplied Parrs with some of its well-known pictures of vehicles supplied to customers, taken beside the Watford allotments. This 
'Articulated Eight Wheeler' was ready for delivery to a well-known name, Burn Transit Ltd, of Tooting, South-west London. 



A Parrs must have supplied a number of Scammells during the war, like this artic unit and low-loader - I think he's standing in front of the chain-drive. CN 
9659 (Gateshead, 1941 - in those days most operators would register their vehicles at their local offices, wherever they were obtained), was pictured in 
the snow in Leicester, before delivery to Northumbrian Transport Services Ltd, of Low Fell. 


































A Fosse Haulage of Leicester was a company mainly engaged on roadstone transport, later using Bedford O and TA Types, fitted with Perkins P6 diesel 
engines. Here's a 1936 Albion KS.127 tipper, ARY 543, which Parrs must have had a hand in supplying. (Thanks to well-known Albion enthusiast, Maurice 
White, for the details of the pre-war Albion models shown here.) 



A A 1937 forward control Albion 127 platform lorry, BRY 694, with the magic 2 tons 9cwt 3 qr unladen weight allowing 30 mph, for haulage contractor 
C Hobson of Leicester. The picture was taken in November 1937, by K & S Photos, of Albion Street, Leicester... 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



> An almost identical Albion 127, ANR 609, supplied the same year to Siegwart Precast Floors. The address for the Siegwart Fireproof Floor Company in 
The Strand, London WC2 must have been the head office of a company with a local factory in Leicester. 



A Another similar Albion 127, this time a dropside, for haulage contractor, E Simmons, of Loughborouh. 




































A Another integral van on an Albion 
127 chassis, less effective as a sales 
aid, with no registration or operator's 
livery. 


> An AEC Mammoth Major eight¬ 
wheeler for Eastern Gas Board, 
Chelmsford District, taken from the 
rear to show the tipping body built by 
Duramin Engineering Co. 


A This photograph is stamped Albion Motors, Scotstoun, on the back, 
but the 1937 Albion 127-based Luton van, BTV 571, still just under 21/2 
tons unladen, could have been supplied by Parrs to Whalley & Perry, a 
removals company, based in Bulwell, Nottingham. Note the load in sacks 
extending onto the tailboard, suspended on chains - and with no visible 
load restraint... 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



> A detail picture of the business end of a 
Scammell low-loader trailer with knock-out 
rear wheels with solid tyres. Parrs obviously 
supplied the complete vehicle and this would 
have been the initial link with Scammell. 


A Another AEC, this time a Mandator artic 
unit, with a low-loader trailer, with knock-out 
rear axles, built by Carrimore Sixwheelers 
Ltd, of North Finchley. 

< Somebody has written 'Fred Edlin's low 
loader' on this picture of a Dyson draw-bar 
low-loader trailer with solid tyres. Fred Edlin 
was mainly engaged in heavy haulage and 
the business was merged with Pickfords on 
nationalisation. 




































A later picture supplied by 
■fr Scammell of one of its classic 
low-loader semi-trailers. 



Another of those pictures to show what was available, 
a heavy haulage draw-bar low-loader trailer, in the 
livery of an Irish operator, John Graham, a building 
and engineering contractor, of Dromore, Co Down. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



Manufacturer's pictures of the front and rear of an early Foden FG six-wheeled chassis-cab, with the 'flat-fronted' cab. 




























> A Foden FG six-wheeled tipper with the 
usual SI 8 cab, OLG 451 (Cheshire, 1951), 
in the livery of James Wardell, Haulage 
Contractor, of Knutsford, stamped Newark 
Road Garage, Lincoln, Sales Dept, on the 
rear. 


V This looks like a Dennis Max four- 
wheeled chassis, photographed from the 
rear. Was this another vehicle obtained 
against an order from a particular 
customer?. 


Y The link between Parrs and Thornycroft was obviously not completely 
severed in later years, as shown by this manufacturer's picture of a Trusty 
PK/QR6 eight-wheeled chassis cab from around 1960. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



It looks as if Parrs might have been thinking of adding an extra range of light commercials to its product line, judging by these pictures of Trojans. Here 
we have two Perkins-powered Trojans with special coachbuilt milk-float bodies for Express Dairies. 

















LANE 


A This type of dropside pick-up was another alternative 
body design from Trojan. 


> Another style of bodywork, not seen before, on a Trojan 
Diesel - according to the badge on the rear of the cab - a 
slab-sided pick-up, with provision for mounting a canvas 
tilt cover. 


a sii 


ROBERTS & BURLING i> 

10 WHITEHORSE ROAD. OtOYOON 


TELE. 

THO. 1253-4-5 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



< One of the early ads from Parrs, emphasising its ERF distributorship, with pictures 
of lorries supplied to companies seen on these pages, Alexandra Stone and G & B 
Watson, and its agency for Gardner engines - used in nearly all ERFs in those days. 



1672201 




Another manufacturer's picture, showing an early ERF Cl four-wheeled dropside, on tradeplates, 505 M. The 'Saloon' cab is signwritten for Eldon 
Transport, of Tilehurst, Reading, but the dropsides are lettered ERF oil-engined goods vehicle. With an unladen weight of 3 tons 18 cwt 1 qr, the 
ERF was limited to 20 mph - and 16 mph when towing a trailer, according to the lettering on the chassis rail. 


ERF 

PARRS-CARACE 


LEICESTER 


-PHONES: 
61511 , 2 ; 3 . 


C. J. TRIBE & SONS, WISBECH. 


G. & B. WATSON. LTD., CAMBS. 


E. R. F. 

(DISTRIBUTORS FOR EAST MIDLANDS) 


Y At last, I hear you cry, an ERF! After all, it's what Parrs was well-known for. Here is a 
manufacturer's picture of a tipper, based on an early 'Cl' chassis, BLG 535 (Cheshire, 
1934), also showing Cheshire tradeplate, 413 M, on its radiator, which carries the 
legend 'E R Foden & Son Diesel'. The tipper was liveried for Westleigh Stone & Lime 
Co Ltd, of Burlescombe, Somerset. 


T. GOT St SONS, LINCOLNSHIRE 


The above are some of our recent deliveries. 

Official ItrARDNUK- Service Agents 


G*m^3L 


s some of our recent deliveries. 










































< Now here's one of the first ERFs sold by 
Parrs. AUT 729 was registered in 1938, for 
Narboro' Transport, which was a contract 
haulier for Empire Stone. We saw the 
company's wartime Maudslay earlier. 


> This ERF, like the others seen here, was 
probably a Cl.4, with a four cylinder Gardner 
diesel engine, as fitted to many early ERF 
four-wheelers. AAY 946 (Leicestershire, 1937) 
was fitted with a more streamlined cab with a 
concealed radiator, and supplied to Alexandra 
Stone, of Kirby Muxloe, near Leicester. In post-war 
years, Alexandra Stone used quite a selection of 
lorries, including ERFs, Bedford O, TA, S and TK 
models, as well as in more recent years, MAN and 
Volvo maximum weight artics, before being taken 
over by Stonecraft and now operating DAFs. 


Wim 


ARF5S 


% iw m mwm if 

LEICESTER. 


KIRBY MUXLOE 


ENDERBY 


ilar, but lon< 
531, was si 
3Ctor, J A Si 
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> The 'AS' monogram on 
the front and doors don't 
help with the ownership of 
this lorry, but the framework 
above the dropsides suggests 
an engineering company. The 
unladen weight of BAY 120, 
dating from 1938, was only 2 
tons 10 cwt, suggesting that 
this was a Cl.4, fitted with the 
lightweight Gardner 4LK diesel 
engine. 


Y More likely a Cl.5 model, this 
ERF, again with the Streamline 
cab with concealed radiator, 
AUT 74, new in 1938, was 
supplied to Harrison's Transport, 
Church Gresley, Burton-on- 
Trent, which operated regular 
long distance services to 
Liverpool and the North. This 
company was a neighbour of 
Ernest A Bale, supplied with 
several different vehicles over 
the years. 



































A Another distant customer - unless this was another 
manufacturer's picture - was TMT, Teesside Motor Transfer Ltd, 
of Cleveland Garage, North Ormesby, Middlesbrough, where XG 
4088 was registered in 1937, a long wheelbase CI.5, with unusual 
double dropsides. 

> The boss's children pose with BUT 369, a CI.4 short wheelbase 
tipper, with the Streamline cab, new at the end of 1939, in the 
fleet of E Easingwood, of Blaby, near Leicester. 


A Lined up on The Green, Blaby, we see four ERFs of Easingwood's, BUT 369 - the only one with wartime restricted lighting - with two older tippers, 
Cl.4s of 1938, BJU 405 and ANR 826, with more white around the mudguard of its original Saloon cab, and a six-wheeled CI.562, also new in late 1939, 
BUT 379, lettered on the dropsides for the Siegwart Fireproof Floor Co, whose Albion we saw before. 





































Another of those manufacturer's pictures, 
from tipper builders, Pilot of Bolton, showing 
a wooden end-tipping body, 13 ft long, 7 ft 
3 ins wide, with one-piece sides 23 ins high, 
fixed corner pillars, steel-lined floor, with full 
width tail-door hinge bar, fitted to a 10 ft 
8 V 2 in wheelbase ERF Cl.4 chassis. The lorry 
is in the livery of well-known ERF operator, 
Leonard Green of Parkgate, Rotherham. 


P D CLCEDIT WODKMS 

BUOM0TTE© 


MANCHESTER ROAD 

M. EDWARDS & SONS BOLTON 





Another of those pictures taken on a rainy day - 

delivery of a new vehicle couldn't be held up, waiting for a nice day 

to take a photograph of it - showing a 'Chinese Six' dropside. ANR 375 was a 

1937 Cl.561S with Saloon cab for B G Palmer of .Whittlesey, near Peterborough. 


PETERBOROUGH 





















A In 1938, this 16 ft 9 ins wheelbase Cl.561S Chinese Six platform lorry, 
AUT 3, was delivered to Grimsby Park Motor Co. 


< It appears somebody fell out of favour, so he was 'removed' from 
this picture. A shame, as this is a lovely line-up of three 1938 ERFs, at 
least the one on the right being a Cl.561S Chinese Six. BAY 6, 7 and 8 
were photographed when new to Mason's Transport of Crowland, near 
Peterborough. Note the 'Shell-Mex' globe on the pump on the left. 





A Another Cl.562 six-wheeled dropside, ANR 448 (Leicestershire, 1937), this time for J Harvey Ltd, of Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire. 
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BAY 296 


: 


. 


ALEXANDRA 

KIRBY 


STONE 

MUXLOE 


6 




A Moving up the weight scale to eight-wheelers, here is another vehicle delivered to Alexandra Stone. BAY 296 was a 1938 Cl.682, fitted with the 
earlier-style angular Saloon cab, contrasting with the Streamline cab on the four-wheeler supplied to the company. 



Just before the war, in 1939 this 
eight-wheeled Cl.682 dropside, JE 
5103, was delivered to G & B Watson, 
of Whittlesey, with the Streamline cab 









































































A A few ERFs were delivered during World War II, like CJU 730, a Cl dropside from around 1942, probably fitted with an AEC engine when Gardners 
were unobtainable. Seen when new outside Abbey Park, in full lined and signwritten livery, plus the usual wartime features, the lorry was for R Marshall & 
Sons, of Regal Garage, Grimsby and Everton Brow, Liverpool, offering daily services between the two. 

V Delivered at the end of the war, DAY 155 was a four-wheeled dropside for Brush Electrical Engineering of Loughborough. The Streamline cab, with 
exposed upright radiator - in this case painted - had become the norm by now. Brush also built bus bodies for companies like Midland Red during the 
1950s, and later became part of Hawker Siddeley. 
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> This ERF CI.562 six- 
wheeled tipper, HNU 
219, was a wartime 
delivery to J & G Leah, 
of Riddings, Derby, to 
whom a Scammell R8 
was also supplied, as 
seen earlier. 


V Another ERF 
delivered at the end 
of the war, fitted with 
an AEC 7.7 litre diesel 
engine, was HAU 56, 
for Donaldson Wright, 
of Lenton, Nottingham. 
Note the Ministry of War 
Transport (MWT) fleet 
no 3Q1/172 on the cab 
as well as the company 
details, as well as the 
smartly sheeted and 
roped load. 


























With wartime black-painted radiator, white bumpers and small headlights, this ballast tractor was one of two AEC 7.7 powered DI.641 models, supplied 
to Thatcham road Transport Services, registered CRX 674. The rear view shows the ballast box covers and spare wheel hatch open. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



A A number of ERF Cl.6 tractor units were supplied during the war. This one, with what looks like a Scammell low-loader trailer, was for a regular 
customer, G & B Watson, of Whittlesey, Cambridgeshire, seen with the Peterborough brickworks chimneys in the background. 



A This ERF Cl.6 tractor unit of Thackers Road Transport of Lincoln, BFE 621 (Lincoln, 1939) looks as if it was back in Leicester after a couple of years in 
service, to pick up a new low-loader trailer, and be photographed in the usual spot outside Abbey Park. 


























A The delivery driver is seen with another new ERF Cl.6 tractor unit, 
ATL 177 (Kesteven, Lincolnshire, 1943), in full wartime guise, for E 
D Cooke, of Bourne, Lincolnshire, complete with low-loader and 
platform trailers. 

Right and below: At the end of 1940, this Cl.6 tractor unit, FNK 381, 
was supplied to Jack Olding & Co Ltd, of Hatfield, Hertfordshire, for 
use delivering Caterpillar and other plant. 
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Here is an impressive ERF Cl.562 - or 662, 
depending on whether a five or six cylinder 
Gardner was fitted - six-wheeled dropside, 
supplied by Parrs of Leicester in the late 1930s. 
AFW 996 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, early 1939), was 
for Slater Bros, road transport contractors of 
Brigg, Lincolnshire. 





MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 

m 

24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 

AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

-^•^FORD & SLATER LIMITED 

[FI S I LEICESTER 823261 

V ^ Grimsby: Doy 57181 Night Laceby 209 

Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 
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> Meanwhile, local 
heavy haulage 
contractor, Fred 
Edlin, received this 
ERF Cl.6, with a 
Scammell low-loader 
trailer in the early 
war years. 


Y Photographed on a very snowy day, AEE 
119, a Cl.5 dropside, was new in early 1947, 
although it still had the small wartime headlamps, 
for Parrott's Haulage of Grimsby, which also 
had depots, or at least offices, in Manchester, 
Birmingham and Leicester. 


< Soon after the war was over, ERFs regained 
their peacetime appearance, with chrome 
radiator surround, larger headlamps and chrome 
hubcaps, like JV 9290, for Smethursts of Grimsby 
- forerunners of Bird's Eye Foods - new in 1946. 
































> Also supplied soon 
after the war, and 
looking very similar 
to the pre-war ERF 
eight-wheeler for 
this customer, was 
this long wheelbase 
Cl.562 six-wheeled 
dropside, JE 8827, 
seen outside the 
Parrs premises, 
carrying Leicester 
tradeplates, 057 BC, 
either on test or on 
delivery to G & B 
Watson, of Whittlesey, 
Cambridgeshire. 


A Another early post-war Cl.5 dropside was ADO 
691, for Frank Thompson (Hauliers) of Boston, 
Lincolnshire. Like all the others, it had the Streamline 
cab and upright exposed radiator. 


< Two for the price of one now, with these Cl.5 
dropside four-wheelers, GRP 447 and 448, fleet 
nos 97 and 98, for T H Clark of Rothwell, which 
ran daily services between Northamptonshire and 
Leicestershire and Bristol. The company also ran 
Seddon Mk 5 box vans. Like the Smethursts and 
Parrott's vehicles, these lorries had front tow-bars 
across the bottom of their radiators, suggesting they 
were equipped for draw-bar haulage. 
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> G & B Watson also 
took another Cl.682 
eight-wheeled dropside, 
JE 9683, in 1947, with 
the streamlined cab, 
almost exactly like the 
1939 example, apart 
from the lack of 'Carting 
Contractors' signwriting 
on the body sides. 


V Contrasting with the 
small pre-war Dodge 
tipper supplied to F E 
Greasley, of Groby, was 
this ERF Cl.682 eight¬ 
wheeled tipper, DUT 
709, with a heavy-duty 
steel-lined body, and 
powered by a Gardner 
6LW with a five-speed 
gearbox. Apparently, 
like many other such 
ERFs, it was re-cabbed 
in the late 1950s for 
further service. 
































A An unusual single¬ 
axle trailer, with 
swinging landing 
legs, fitted with 
two separate bulk 
tanks, behind an 
ERF tractor unit in 
a picture stamped 
ERF Ltd Sandbach, 
Drawing Office, dated 
November, 1945. 


< A mystery chassis, 
believed not to be 
an ERF, nor be fitted 
with a Gardner 
engine. The flare 
towards the front 
to accommodate 
the power unit 
is interesting, as 
are the shaped 
and slotted cross¬ 
members. 
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OIL ENGINES 
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DURABILITY, 
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8LW Engine, 140 B.H.P. at 1,700 r.p.m. 


< Also undated and 
unidentified, but 
definitely an ERF 
chassis, fitted with the 
front panel for the 'V' 
cab, here we have an 
early post-war '66G' (the 
simplified numbering 
denoting a six-wheeler, 
with six cylinder Gardner 
engine) ready for its cab 
and body - or perhaps 
destined for display at 
the Commercial Vehicle 
Show. 


ANALYSIS 
OF THE 

WORLD’S BEST 
NO. 3 


BETTER VISIBILITY . . . 

The above view illustrates the uninterrupted all-round 
vision from the new cab which is higher and wider and 
incorporates deeper windscreens than previous models. 

The convenience of the hand and foot controls, 
and the prominence and neatness of the instrument 
panel is also shown. 

The seat can be adjusted both vertically and 
horizontally to give more leg-room if required. 

In addition the bonnet is sound proofed to reduce 
the noise of the engine, and the complete cab is 
rubber mounted to give increased driver comfort. 

E.R.F. L TD • SUN WORKS • SANDBACH • CHESHIRE 

Directors: E. R. FODEN—DENNIS FODEN Telephone: Sand bach 223/4/5 Telegrams: E R.F. Sondbach 


forri<* 


Top left: Gardner didn't 
often advertise, leaving 
it to the lorry makers 
who fitted its engines. 
Here is a rare exception, 
featuring the 8LW. 


Top Right: An interesting 
ad from the maker 
of The World's Best 
Lorries', showing 
the interior of the 
V cab - spartan by 
today's standards, 
but considered worth 
showing off at the time. 




4LK&LW SERIES—AUTOMOTIVE RATING 


SERIES 

4LK 

4LW 

5LW 

6LW 

8LW 

BORE a STROKE 1 

i 3 r * sj" 


x 6" 


No. OF CYLINDERS 
CAPACITY-LITRES j 

4 

38 

4 

5.6 

5 

7.0 

6 

8.4 

8 

11.2 

B.H.P. / R.P.M. 

57.2,100 

68/1,700 

85/1,700 

102/1,700 

140/1,700 

TORQUE / R.P.M 
FT.-LB. MAX. | 

161/1.100 

230/I .COO 

288/1,000 

346/1,000 

461/1,000 


NORRIS, HENTY & GARDNERS LTD., PATRICROFT, MANCHESTER 

(Proprietors: L. Gardner * So., Lid , London Office: 52, Growcor Garden,. S.W, 



















































An early example of an ERF fitted with the V cab, the radiator concealed behind an attractive grille on the curved front panel. This is a 1948 dropside 
four-wheeler, ACH 684, for Rolls-Royce of Derby. 




































< Another four-wheeled tipper, but one which 
differs in many ways. Firstly, it has the 'Willenhall' 
cab. This all-metal cab, made by the Willenhall 
Radiator Company in the West Midlands, was more 
suitable for export, compared with the usual timber¬ 
framed V cab built by Jennings. This example also 
has a double-skinned roof, to help cope with a 
hot climate. The tipping body is also all-steel. The 
lettering on the fuel tank tells us the 'ERF Oil- 
Engined Chassis was to be taken on the SS "Clan 
Forbes", to Terrys Motors Ltd, via Cape Town. 


A Another early V-cabbed ERF, a 44G, with a 1400 gallon 
capacity aluminium tank, weighing AV 2 tons unladen, for Four 
Crosses Creamery, Llanymynech - a village on the Montgomery- 
Shropshire border, between England and Wales, registered EP 
9902 (Montgomeryshire, 1948). 


> A somewhat battered print of an obvious publicity picture of 
an un-liveried and un-registered ERF V-cabbed four-wheeled 
tipper, with twin under-body tipping gear. 

















A Here's a tipper much closer to home, outside Abbey Park, a 44G or 
54G (a four-wheeler with four or five cylinder Gardner) V cab and wooden 
double-dropside tipper body. FAY 646 (Leicestershire, early 1949) was 
another new lorry from Parrs for F E Greasley, of Groby. 

< Another return customer, T H Clark of Rothwell, Northamptonshire, 
took this V-cabbed ERF 44G (the unladen weight of just over 41/2 tons 
with a van body suggests the lighter four cylinder Gardner was fitted). It 
has a front tow-bar, so might have pulled a draw-bar trailer, which would 
have made it work rather hard. 






























































60 


HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 





A An eight-wheeled 
tanker with the V cab, 
photographed outside 
the premises of Johnson 
& Co, London. This 
view shows the classic 
sweeping mudwings, 
front and rear, fitted to 
ERF lorries at this time. 


A A short wheelbase four-wheeler, with the V cab, 
carrying an early style of lorry-mounted mobile 
cement mixer equipment, for Trent Gravels, of 
Attenborough, Nottinghamshire. 


Y A local customer for Parrs was Simpson's the 
Leicester coal merchant. This 1953 ERF 68G 
eight-wheeled bulk tipper, KBC 839, would 
have been the flagship of the fleet at the 
time, photgraphed outside Abbey Park, when 
that year's City of Leicester Show was being 
advertised. 
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PARRS OF LEICESTER 


HAVE SUPPLIED 

A FLEET OF THESE MAGNIFICENT 


25-TOH E.R.F.-C ARRI MO RES 



TO A WORLD-FAMOUS USER 

FOR QUOTATIONS CONSULT THE LEADING E.R.F. DISTRIBUTORS 
AT 

ABBEY LANE, LEICESTER 


Telephones: 6I5II-2-M 


All Service enquiries to 

F. R. GERARD (Works Manager ) 


CHARLES E. HAYWARD 

(Sales Manager) 



A Jack Olding, the construction plant dealer, of Hatfield, Hertfordshire, was another 
returning customer for Parrs, running several ERF artic units. Here is LRO 733, a 1950 
66G tractor unit with the V cab, with a low-loader semi-trailer, carrying a part-crated 
Vickers tractor, for export to Cochrane Milton, Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia, via Port 
Elizabeth. An earlier ERF with the Streamline cab can be seen behind in the gateway. 


< A Parrs advert from 1954, featuring an impressive picture of one of the Jack Olding 
ERF tractor units, pulling a Vickers tractor on a Carrimore low-loader trailer. 



Another rather battered print - these pictures 
obviously worked hard and earned their 
keep as sales aids in their time - showing a 
V-cabbed six-wheeled tipper, probably a 66G. 
MLG 243 (Cheshire, 1949), had a wooden 
dropside body tipped by twin underfloor rams, 
for Hargreave & Jones, of Chelford, but with a 
registered office in Sheffield. 
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MANCHESTER ROAD 
5 BOLTON 


A A publicity picture of a 1951 ERF 14 ft 7 ins wheelbase eight-wheeler, according to the details on the back, with a wooden end tipping body, 17 ft 5 ins 
long, 7 ft 5 ins wide outside, with fixed sides and a 'taildoor' 42 ins from the floor, which was steel-lined, raised by Pilot twin under-body hydraulic gear. 



\ 

This could very well be the vehicle in the Pilot 
Works publicity picture, the well-known - especially 
since Corgi Classics made a model of it - ERF 68G, 
NTU 155, fleet no 11C279 of the Mid-Cheshire 
Group of British Road Services, finished in the grey 
livery used for its tippers in those days. 










Three views of KAY 451 (Leicestershire, early 1954), a 56TS twin-steer dropside, which 
had been painted and lined, but had yet to be signwritten for the customer, HT, which 
stood for Hills Transport of Melton Mowbray. Its main customer was the local pet food 
producer, later Pedigree Petfoods. This Chinese six must have looked wonderful when 
fully-signwritten, finished and ready for the road... 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 




a*19 


THE NEW ALL-STAR 8-TONNER 

MODEL 4.4.G 

★ Unladen weight under 4-tons. (As a flat platform.) 

★ New spacious cab with wide-angle viewing windscreen 

★ Has windscreen de-misters, cab heater and ventilator. 

★ Sound-proof bonnet, hydraulic-operated clutch. 

★ Five-speed gearbox, with Eaton 2-speed axle and Gardner 4LW oil engine. 

★ Fuel consumption: 18 to 21 m.p.g. laden and 25 to 28 m.p.g. unladen. 


CONSULT THE LEADING DISTRIBUTORS 

PARRS OF LEICESTER 

PARRS (LEICESTER) LTD., ABBEY LANE, LEICESTER 

CHARLES HAYWARD Telephone: Leicester 61511 SALES MANAGER 


October !, 1954 


THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR 



THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR 


March IS, 1955 


March 18, 1955 


THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR 



ERF DISTRIBUTORS 


ERF 

THE ALL-STAR 

8-tonner MODEL 4.4.G 


(As a flat platform). 

★ New spacious cab with wide-angle 
viewing windscreen. 

★ Has windscreen de-misters, cab 
heater and ventilator. 


operated clutch. 

★ Five-speed gearbox, with Eaton 
2-speed axle and Gardner 4LW oil. 
engine. 

★ Fuel consumption: 18 to 21 m.p.g. 
laden and 25 to 28 m.p.g. unladen. 


^ '"’P’o' unidQcn, 

leading DI STRIB UTORS and service agents 



PARRS (LEICESTER) LTD. Directors; F. R. Gerard, N. T. Holmes 

ABBEY LANE, LEICESTER. Telephone: Leicester 61511 Sales Manager - Charles Hayward 



Another Masterpiece 

h H ERF g 

Just one more example of the supreme road transport which 
is distinguished by this signature. The FRF Model 68G has impressed 
even the most hard-co-lmpress road haulage users. 

Fitted with Gardner 6-cylinder direct-injection oil engine. 
Robust 5-speed gearbox. Girling drakes with Compressed Air 
Servo Assistance. 9.00x 20x12 ply tyre equipment. New-type 
coachbuilt cab with wide angle windscreens, which gives unexcelled 
driver comfort and ensures che highest possible degree of 
road safety. 


You owe it to yourself to learn more about the 68G. Write 
for full details and name of nearest agent, or tome and see us at our 
Works here. 




• SUN WORKS • 

Directors: D. FODEN, 
Telephone: Saidoach 223/4/S 


SANDBACH • CHESHIR 

E. P. 'ODfcN. E. SHERRA1 

Telegrams : £ P F Sandbai 


We don't have any Parrs pictures of later KV-cabbed and other models, but here are 
a couple of the company's ads from 1954 and 1955, featuring lorries outside Abbey 
Park, a 44G tipper and a 44G platform lorry for J A Smith of Enderby, Leicester, KJU 
26, which worked for Midland Tar Distillers of Oldbury. 

The ads from Parrs and other dealerships, like Barton Motors of Preston, James 
Bowen & Sons of Edinburgh, Alt Garages of Maghull, Liverpool, and Beech's Garage, 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, were often accompanied by ads like the one on the left, 
featuring an eight-wheeler for Marston Bricks, from the manufacturer itself. 

Y An ERF 64G artic tractor unit, GUT 192, supplied in 1951 to T H Brown of Grimsby, 
for use with a dropside trailer with a rounded front (originally used with a Scammell?) 
on a contract with Fisons Fertilizers, finished in the customer's livery, seen outside 
Abbey Park gates. 

































































Sold by Ford & Slater 


MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 


24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

r _ T _^FORD & SLATER LIMITED 

[1- J SJ LEICESTER 823261 

▼ Grimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 
Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


A Now we move on to vehicles supplied by 
Ford & Slater, from its branches at Leicester and 
Grimsby. First we have a number of Bedfords, 
which were sold to customers in the Grimsby 
area. This late model Bedford S Type dropside 
rigid 7-tonner, PBE 743 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 
1957), was fitted with the Bedford 300 Series 
diesel by this time, as well as the factory 
bodywork, which included those 'trademark' 
square-shaped rear wings. The vehicle was 
destined for G H Blow & Sons of Laceby, some 
miles to the west of Grimsby. 


> A very similar Bedford S Type, photographed 
in the rain, in the road outside the Ford & 

Slater premises in Grimsby. Registered JEE 854 
(Grimsby, 1957), at much the same time as the 
G H Blow lorry, it also has a similar dropside 
body, apart from the shape of the headboard. 
The livery is lined-out and a spotlight installed. 
The customer was the aptly-named R L Raddish, 
a produce merchant and grower, based in 
Sheffield and Scotter, just south of Scunthorpe. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



A Completing a trio of 1957 diesel-engined Bedford S Type dropsides, JEE 176 was pictured outside the Ford & Slater showroooms. This one was for J 
W Miller of Friskney, near Boston, another fruit, vegetable and potato merchant, based in this important growing area, north of The Wash. You can just 
see two Leyland lorries in the showroom to the rear. The 'Albion, Bedford, Leyland, Trojan' lettering on the windows just about says it all. 



. 


Just so that the full-sized lorries don't have it all their own way, here is a Bedford CA 10/12 cwt van. PFW 818 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire,’1957 
have been one of the last with the original style of grille and split windscreen, and was supplied to W H King & Sons, butchers, based in ( 
another village to the south-west of Grimsby. Like the van, the business is gone, but hooks for hanging game can still be seen on the sho 
rontage, although curtains now hang where pork pies were once displayed. 

#•?* i&izkg# 1 
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MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 



24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

I LFORD & SLATER LIMITED 

S J LEICESTER 823261 
^ Grimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 
Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


> Staying with Bedford, here 
are three J6 short wheelbase 
wooden-bodied tippers, 2923-5 
DT (Doncaster, 1958). They were 
to become nos 74-76 in the fleet 
of The Brick Marketing Co Ltd, of 
North Bridge Road, Doncaster, and 
looked very smart lined-up outside 
Ford & Slater. 


V Another Bedford J6 tipper, but 
this time with a longer wheelbase 
and a steel tipping body, arguably 
a more modern concept than the 
previous vehicles. This was REE 
141 (Grimsby, 1961), fleet no 4 
for J R Mitchell & Co Ltd, builders 
merchants of Grimsby, whose livery 
was apparently bright orange. 


V Another Bedford for J R Mitchell & Co Ltd, builders 
merchants of Grimsby, this time a 7-8 ton gross dropside, 
AEE 127B, delivered in 1964. 


.yilCHHiffy 


BUILDERS (MERCHANT! 


bwiders merchants 
GARTH lANE 

GRIMSBY / 

PMOHE 554512/3 [A 


MITCHELL'S 


BUILDERS;MERCHANTS 


^ticmucQ. 
BuruKRs Mercmuts' 
lane 

*%vGRIM5BY 























































68 


HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



PHONE 
20 27 . 


WWIERgk GY. LTD. jfe K.SO\\ltROVte 

^ 97 A YAR BOROUGH RD. 


Grimsby 


> More TKs and 
more vehicles 
for The Brick 
Marketing Co 
Ltd of Doncaster, 
these two 
Bedfords show a 
move to longer 
wheelbase 
vehicles, with 
more robust steel 
bodies. Fleet 
nos 112 and 113 
would have been 
registered in 1961. 
The lettering on 
the showroom 
windows in view 
here includes 
'Leyland, Trojan, 
Perkins, Vulcan, 
Daimler, Vauxhall', 
showing Ford & 
Slater had a wider 
range of interests. 


A This TK 12-ton tipper, with a low-sided by longer wooden-sided body, SEE 274 (Grimsby, 1961), again in the rain, was on its way to another builder, K 
Sowter of Grimsby. The builder's father-in-law was Bill East, a McVeigh driver, who did the London Trunk with Ray Newcomb's father. 





























































THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR May IS 1964 



SLATER 


<ES CENTRE 


EDWARDS l 


Consider how these facilities can help you: 


HERE’S 

‘QUICK-TURN-ROUND 
SERVICE 
FOR EVERY SIZE 
OF FLEET 


EXTENSIVE MODERN WORKSHOP undertaking c-ankshaf grind¬ 
ing, surface grinding, cylinder boring, remetalling, boring of 
i> bearings, Heenan and Froude Dynamometer testing, and 
general machining. Separate large bay permanently reserved 
for fitting Tecalemit Syndromic and A.C.I.. 


MOBILE STORES VANS operating at fixed schedules on known 
routes. Vast range of Albion, Leyiand and Scammel! spares 
in permanent stock. 


SUPERBLY EQUIPPED SERVICING BAYS for over 100 vehicles 
PLUS 24 HOUR BREAKDOWN AND HEAVY RECOVERY 
SERVICE. 


Whether you operate a thousand trucks 
or only your first. Ford Ft Slater Ltd- 
offer veu tne some efficient, personal 
attention from three superbly equipped 
Ford Sr Slater depots, you can have all the 
advantages of a sales and service organi¬ 
sation unrivalled for facilities throughout 
Central and Fast England. 


PROMPT, FAIR PART-EXCHANBE on all makes of vehicle. 
CONTRACT DEPRECIATION PLAN—the most economical method 
of operating large fleets. Depreciation level guaranteed, and 
operating costs accurately predictable. Easy vehicle replace¬ 
ment with no disposal problems. Reduced maintenance 
expenditure. Ful 1 tax reliefs. Maximum availability. Tailor- 
made contracts. 



WRITE OR PHONE TODAr TOR FULL OSTAILS 


f]s FORD & SLATER LTD 



TTRECCAWt) Cl *C{ 
^Ksifv '***»& 


MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 


24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 


c^*tj»F0RD & SLATER LIMITED 

■t i S J LEICESTER 823261 
- ^ ^ Grimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 
Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


A Ford & Slater was well-placed in the centre of 
the country to offer its services to fleets from all 
over the place and advertised the fact regularly. 


A A last Bedford supplied by Ford & Slater, Grimsby, a diesel-powered later-style Bedford S Type, 
PFW 994 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, early 1958) with a livestock body, supplied to Reginald Hill, a cattle 
farmer of Epworth, Doncaster. The customer was also a timber merchant and joinery manufacturer in 
Scunthorpe, so did it manufacture its own bodywork? 



A Moving on to Leyiand Group products from Ford & Slater, for which this dealer was best-known, here is the oldest vehicle in this collection of pictures, 
a Leyiand Comet 90 with platform body, MBE 967 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1955), which was supplied to T Fletcher, a produce merchant, of Garthorpe, 
Scunthorpe, a smartly liveried, lettered and lined-out lorry. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



> This picture leaves us in no doubt as to who 
supplied the lorry. During the late 1950s, many 
Leylands were fitted with the so-called 'Mouth- 
organ' cab, including this platform-bodied four- 
wheeled Comet, RFU 678 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 
1958). This was supplied by the Grimsby branch, 
in the attractive-looking livery of T W Booton & 
Son Ltd, millers and corn merchants of Huttoft 
Mills, Alford, a market town to the west of 
Mablethorpe, south of Grimsby. Notice the 
'sack-lifter' under the platform. George Dixon 
says this company was still going a couple of 
years back and had a weather vane in the shape 
of a Volvo F86... 


V Perhaps more suited to its purpose in future 
years, this Leyland Comet tipper, TFU 225 
(Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1959), supplied two 
years later to Theodore West & Co Ltd, corn 
merchants of Louth, Lincolnshire, was fitted 
with a bulk tipping body, lettered 'bulk grain'. 
Although the body and tipping gear is not 
marked, the twin-ram set-up, popular in its day, 
was probably from Edbro. The operator was, 
however, hedging his bets, as the body has 
dropsides, and part of a sack-lifter can be seen 
slung under the floor. The company also had 
premises at Grimsby and on the Brayford Pool 
in Lincoln. 








































MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 


24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 


-7*5% FORD & SLATER LIMITED 

t I S J LEICESTER 823261 
ft * Orimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 
Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


A A similar Leyland Comet tipper, RBE 496 ((Lindsey, Lincolnshire, late 1957), shows it was intended for the same sort of dual-purpose role, with 
dropsides, albeit not so high, on its tipping body. This one, in a maroon livery, was for WF & F Coxon Ltd, haulage contractors of North Thoresby, half¬ 
way between Grimsby and Louth. Apparently, most of the drivers were poached by Humber Warehousing and Geoff Hallam bought the company out in 
the early 1960s. 



A An unregistered forward control Leyland Comet with dropside body, supplied by Ford & Slater in the late 1950s to seed and grain merchants Wherry 
& Sons, of Bourne, Lincolnshire, still trading and specialising in pulses - lentils, peas and beans - although they are not transported in the sacks which 
would have been loaded on this dropside. The livery is believed to have been dark blue and orange on this one. 






























72 


HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



^MAY&HASSELLg 


A Ford & Slater supplied vehicles to customers throughout Lincolnshire 
from its Grimsby branch. This Leyland Comet, KDO 278 (Holland, 
Lincolnshire, late 1956), was for May & Hassell Ltd, timber importers, of 
Boston, where Scandinavian timber has always been handled at the docks. 


A This Leyland Comet, LEE 226 (Grimsby, late 1958), looks as if it had been 
in service for a while before being photographed, but was still looking 
smart, with its lined-out livery for local fish merchants, B Little Ltd. Typical 
of the era, the platform-bodied vehicle carries an insulated container, which 
has an attractive lighthouse and trawler scene on the side. 


A If the lorry's registration didn't date the picture, the banner in the 
showroom window behind does, as the new Vauxhall Victor, the original 
'F' Model, with the fins and wrap-around front and rear screens, was 
introduced in 1957. Here we see another forward control Leyland Comet 
with dropside body, LTL 659 (Kesteven, Lincolnshire, early 1957), for 
Templeman's Haulage, of Carlby, near Stamford, with another smart 
livery, possibly dark blue or green and red? 


> Looking almost identical to the Templeman's lorry, this Leyland Comet; 
OFU 558 (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1956), was for F A Stark & Son, another 
haulage contractor, based in Tetney, near Grimsby. 
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STOP HERE 

BRIEFLY TO SAVE 
VEHICLE WEAR 

LET US FIT YOUR TRUCKS WITH 
TECALEMIT A.C.L. OR SYNDROMIC 


We keep a separate large bay permanently 
reserved for fitting these well-proved, 
mileage-controlled lubrication systems 
yourtrucks are in and back on the road in the 
shortest possibletime. 

Work outwhen you can nextspare yourtrucks 
and contact us for an early appointment. 

And a brief reminder—don't forget the scope 
of our facilities, unequalled throughout Cen¬ 
tral and East England ... engine recondition¬ 
ing and general machining-mobile stores 
vans—superbly equipped servicing bays— 
and the Leyland Motors Group approved 
vehicle leasing scheme. 



HjRD&SUTERlID 

NARBOROUGH ROAD SOUTH. LEICESTER Telephone: LEICESTER 823261/5 
a/so at: Macaulay Street, Grimsby Tel: 57181 Thorpe Road, Norwich Tel: 20297 


r T0 . p 0RD & SLATER LTD., NARBOROUGH ROAD SOUTH, LEICESTER 

! Please send further details of Tecalemit A.C.L and Syndromic LubrlcaUon systems, 
without obligation 


Send for the attention of.. 


I Make & Model of vehicle.. 

I_ 


MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 


24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

-^►^FORD & SLATER LIMITED 

[f- I S J LEICESTER 823261 

Grimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 
Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


< An early 1960s 
advert for Tecelamit 
automatic lubrication 
systems, which 
Ford & Slater was 
promoting, along 
with its servicing 
facilities. 


> A heavier Leyland now, a short-wheelbase Octopus tipper, 
NFU 258 ((Lindsey, Lincolnshire, late 1955), was supplied 
to Hill Brothers, builders merchants, of Epworth, near 
Doncaster. The company also had a branch at Scunthorpe, 
which explains the 'Sand for Industry' lettering on the high¬ 
sided tipper body. 




A Another short-wheelbase eight-wheeled, high-sided tipper, pictured broadside on, so we can't see the registration, nor are there many clues in the 
lettering, other than the operator was the Union Coal & Coke Co Ltd, which might have been based in the Doncaster area. This was an impressive 
vehicle, nonetheless. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



A Not the best of pictures, probably taken from a corporate brochure, but this shows Ford & Slater's commitment to Leyland Groups products, Leyland, 
Scammell and Albion, with these three 'Mobile Stores Vehicles', box vans on Leyland Comet chassis, two with LAD (Leyland Albion Dodge) cabs and one 
with the earlier style, running from Leicester, on tradeplates, which was allowed for any garage vehicles in those days. 


V This platform-bodied Leyland Comet, NW 800 (Northampton, 1961), fitted with the LAD cab, was destined for S W Wreford, a company still in 
business today, photographed when it was all ready for delivery to the customer. 












a n 12 j: rt MW ■ ■ 


SLEAFORD 


LINCOLN SHU 


> Another 
platform¬ 
bodied LAD- 
cabbed Leyland 
Comet, OJL 
591 ((Holland, 
Lincolnshire, 
1959-60), 
supplied by 
Grimsby to W 
H Christian of 
Boston. The 
sack lifter frame 
beneath the 
body tells a story 
- this lorry was 
probably headed 
for a company 
that transported 
produce of 
some sort. Two 
mechanics have 
the showroom 
windows open in 
the background. 


MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 


24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

f^^FORD & SLATER LIMITED 

[F I S J LEICESTER 823261 

Grimsby: Day 57181 Ni^ht Laceby 209 
Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


A This platform-bodied LAD-cabbed Leyland Comet was as yet un-registered when photographed. It had a slightly lower platform height to its body - I 
can't quite read the maker's plate on the side, was it built in Hull? The driver would still have plenty of work delivering sacks of seeds to farms for its 
operators, Hubbard & Phillips, of Sleaford in Lincolnshire. There's a 'Cleveland' fuel tanker in the showroom, and are those empty bottles ready for the 
milkman? 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 




A A nicely-liveried 
Leyland Comet dropside 
tipper, VFU 804 
((Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 
1960), destined for L 
Kirkby (Farms) Ltd, of 
Beaumontcote, Barton 
on Humber. 


< This unregistered 
Comet platform lorry 
appears to have a 
longer wheelbase than 
the others seen here. 

It was for Hannam & 
Davy, fruit and potato 
merchants, of Wisbech 
and Boston. 










































MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 



A surprising number of operators ran platform 
vehicles with lift-off containers, even when it seems 
unlikely they were swapped between lorries. Here 
is one on an LAD-cabbed Leyland Comet, 435 
(Leicester, 1962), for Bergo of Watford, ma 
traffic signs and bollards. 


24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

■^•^FORD & SLATER LIMITED 

[F I SJ LEICESTER 823261 
^ J Crimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 

Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 




THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR April 10 1064 


A This Leyland Comet tractor unit, BNV 353B (Northamptonshire, 1964), was 

for Calor Gas, which had its headquarters in Rushden, Northants, seen here A Ford & Slater was obviously proud of supplying Leyland 

with a trailer which appears to have been decorated for a carnival or similar tippers to a major concern like Hoveringham. Edbro no doubt 

event. chipped in on the cost for a mention... 























' 


A Surprisingly, there are only a few articulated vehicles in this selection 
of pictures. Although this Leyland Super Comet, 603 BFU ((Lindsey, 
Lincolnshire, 1962), had been fully painted in two-tone colours, including 
the equally new-looking BTC four-in-line platform trailer, which had also 
been lined out, no operator's name had been signwritten yet. 







.. 
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SAVE CAPITAL N 

No large outlays on fleet replacements. No problems In 
selling off old vehicles. Exact known transport costs 
per annum using finest vehicles available. 

CUT YOUR REPAIR BILLS 

Your vehicles are replaced before heavy repair bills 

become due. Fleet remains modern and economical In operation. 

MAXIMUM AVAILABILITY 

Each vohicle earns more because it is working all the 
time. Lower overheads too, requiring less servicing and 
administrative staff. 

VERSATILE OPERATION 

Vehicle types can be changed to suit operating conditions. 

The leasing contract ic tailored to your exact needs. 

Leasing scheme applies throughout U.K. 

Find out row about this popular transport scheme. 

Write or telephone : 


A Possibly not supplied by Ford & Slater, this looks like a brochure picture 
of a Super Comet, fitted with a bulk milk tanker body for C Blake & Son, of 
Loxley, Warwickshire. 


> Ford & Slater regularly advertised its vehicle leasing scheme, long before 
this became the normal way many companies obtained their lorries. 


F5 FORD&SIATER 1 LTD 

NARBOROUGH ROAD SOUTH, LEICESTER. Telephone: LEICESTER 823261 

ORIGINATORS OF THE LEYLAND APPROVED VEHICLE LEASING SCHEME 



















































MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 


24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

'rM® * SLATER LIMITED 

■t 1 S J LEICESTER 823261 

Grimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 
Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


A Representing the Albion marque, for which Ford & Slater also held the distributorship, this vehicle appeared in a Ford & Slater advert in the Leyland 
Journal and Commercial Motor when new. It was an Albion Chieftain box van, LNH 457 (Northampton, 1959), with the LAD cab, which was operated by S 
W Wreford & Sons Ltd, of Northampton, delivering on behalf of Heinz. 



> A picture of another vehicle possibly supplied by Ford & Slater, 
but no doubt used to show how big names used the products sold 
by the company, here we have an Albion Clydesdale, CPC 512B - a 
1964 Surrey registration, as usual for Milk Marketing Board lorries - 
working for the Midland Counties area. 


< Another Albion Chieftain from a year earlier, this time with 
a platform body, RUT 738 (Leicestershire, 1958), an early 
example with the LAD cab, in the livery of Enderby Transport 
Ltd, haulage contractors, based in nearby Sutton in the Elms, a 
hamlet to the north-west of Broughton Astley, Leicestershire. 


f-fltdland 

Mk Market!^ Board 























A This new-looking long-wheelbase platform-bodied Albion 
Clydesdale, AWD 843B (Warwickshire, 1964), of J E Hemmings & 
Son, Barford Mills, carrying a tidy load of sacks, appears to have 
been photographed at a rally or show of some kind. 


> This Albion Chieftain box van, 159 CBC (Leicester, 1961), in 
the livery of Ward & Co, a local carrier, which appears to have 
offered services across most of Britain, perhaps in conjunction with 
other companies, was photographed outside the premises of the 
bodybuilders, W Goddard of Leicester. 
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< Here is a head-on view of an 
LAD-cabbed Chieftain, YFW 962, 
(Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1961), fitted 
with one of those hopper bodies 
with bagging equipment at the 
rear, which were used by some 
coal merchants, like E Nickerson 
& Co Ltd, which delivered around 
the Grimsby area, purveyors 
of 'Cleanglow' - presumably a 
brand of so-called 'smokeless 
coal' -to whom this vehicle was 
being delivered. The company 
later had the Saviem dealership 
in Scunthorpe and Joe Nickerson 
farmed and owned Cherry Valley 
(ducklings), Cotswold Pigs and 
Seed Growers. 
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PERKINS 


MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 


24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

•cTf^FORD & SLATER LIMITED 

if I SJ LEICESTER 823261 
L ft J Grimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 
Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


A This Albion Chieftain was ready for the fleet of Peter Dixon, the operator of West Marsh Paper Mills, in Grimsby. This four-wheeled rigid, with a stylish 
platform body, in a very pale blue livery, LJV 312 (Grimsby, 1959), was destined to be no 25 in the fleet. 



A Another of the few artics of which we have pictures was this Scammeii-coupiing equipped Albion Chieftain, YBE 564 ((Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1961), for 
the fleet of H Halmshaw & Son, of Ulceby, another village to the north-west of Grimsby, which transported seeds and farm produce. 
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THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR luae 28 19«3 


LEYLAND BADGER 


(Supplement) *9 


THE MOST RELIABLE TUC 
COMBINATION OF ALL lilt 

NEW LOW WEIGHT 

24 TON BADGER 



CENTRAL & EAST ENGLAND DISTRIBUTORS 

FORD&SLATER LTD 


Thero Is no more profitable tractor in the 21-ton 
g-.v.w. range than the rugged new “Badger” — 
capable of hauling over four times its own weight 
of 41 tons, excluding fifth wheel. 

And to supply and seivioe the “Badger” there i3 
no more efficient sales and service organisation 
in the Midlands than Ford Sc Slater Ltd. with 
three depots covering the entire aroa. 

The exceptionally comprehensive Ford and Slater 
faculties include:— 


UP TO DATE SERVICING WORKSHOPS Specially belt 
and iully equipped !o handle ovei 100 vehie'es with 
ample working space. Backed by vast stocksotspares. 
ENGINE RECONDITIONING SERVICE The most modern 
commercial vehicle maintenance shops in the Mid¬ 
lands, and equipped lor crankshaft regrinding, 
surface grinding, cylinder reboring, remetalliro. 
boring ct bearings, Heenan and Frcude dynamo¬ 
meter testing, a.id general machining. 

MOBILE STORES VANS working or a fixed schedule 
and carrying large stocks of spares to avoid any 
need [or your own stocks. 


24-HOUR BREAKDOWN SERVICE A telephone call 
to Leicester 823261 tt any hour brings you 
prompt repair or heavy recovery service s» med- 

FITTING AGENCY FOR TECALEMIT A.C.L A large 
bay is reserved permanently for this work—your 
vehicles are off tire road for the shortest possible 

!™ AND THE 1EY LAN B-APPROVED VEHICLE LEASING 
SCHEME saves your capital for essential invest¬ 
ment, gives you exact known transport costs 
yearly, eliminates vehicle disposal problems. 




A An advert for the heavier Leyland Badger 
artic unit, for 24 tons on four axles, with the 
long-door LAD cab, which emphasises the back¬ 
up available from the dealership. 


A Another coai iorry, this iong-wneeibase six-wheeied buik tipper was based on an Aibion 
Reiver chassis, LJV 589 (Grimsby, 1959). It was prepared for Edward Bannister, a Grimsby-based 
coal merchant. George Dixon Senior was on this job. Apparently, it was never cold in the Dixon 
household. 



This Albion Reiver six-wheeled platform lorry, fitted with the LAD cab, was supplied to G R Lea, a haulage contractor, based in Messingham, to 
the south of Scunthorpe. As usual, it was photographed with Ford & Slater's Grimsby premises in the background. 


























































MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 


24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 

FORD & SLATER LIMITED 

LEICESTER 823261 

Grimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 
Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


A Another side-on shot and it's another Albion Reiver. This time the LAD-cabbed six-wheeler is a tipper (anyone recognise that maker's badge on the 
side?) with rather low, wooden triple dropsides, rather old-fashioned for the turn of the 1960s when the picture would have been taken. 



A Another side-on shot of an Albion Reiver six-wheeled tipper, this time 
for Cotstone Quarries, near Broadway in Worcestershire. 


> This Albion Reiver tipper was fitted with side extensions to its body, 
no doubt for coal haulage. In the livery of Frank T Hallam Ltd of Sapcote, 
Leicester, 15 EAY (Leicestershire, 1963), this was a typical delivery of the 
type in those days. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



A A nice front three-quarters shot of an Albion Revier, so we can see the front of 
the LAD cab and the registration, EFU 646C (Lindsey, 1965). The platform-bodied 
lorry is liveried and lettered for Wall Bros, haulage contractors of Haxey, near 
Doncaster. It is seen at Ford & Slater's Grimsby premises, half on the wet road and 
half across the pavement. The angle of this shot shows the garage forecourt to the 
left of the showroom and what look like the workshops, with several cars and a 
Ergo-cabbed chassis in primer outside. 


> An advert from August 1963 for the new LAD-cabbed Leyland Retriever six¬ 
wheeled chassis, which also mentions Ford & Slater's sales and service - including 
those Mobile Stores Vans. 


ColOUr 2 THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR August 9 1963 

BRING BACK BIGGER PAYLOADS! 

NEW 20/22TON 

RETRIEVER 

FROM 

FORD&SLATER LTD 


CENTRAL & EAST ENGLAND DISTRIBUTORS 




S- V - W - ana caassja weight of only 
5 tons 15. cwt. Payloads are bigger, hauls faster... and the 
Keen ever se us new standards of 6-wHeelar profitability. 

]e * 8 ? ir 'l/ 0ur new Retriever there is no 
more efficient sales and servico organisation in the Midlands 
ontire'area & Sl8 ’ ter Ltd ' wlth thres da E° ta covering the 

The exceptionally comprehensive Ford & Slater faculties 
include;— 




, r ,7-"vmivuvi o DUill 

and fully equipped to handle over 100 vehicles with 
ample working space. Backed by vaststocks of spares. 
ENGINE RECONDITIONING SERVICEThemostmodern 
commercial vehicle maintenance shops in the Mid¬ 
lands, and equipped for crankshaft regrinding 
surface grinding, cylinder reboring, remetalling, 
boring of bearings, Heenan and Froude dynamo¬ 
meter testing, and general machining. 

MOBILE STORES VANS working on a fixed schedule 
and carrying large stocks of spares to avoid any 
need for your own stocks. 


, ■ wiLnrwnn oi-nvivc m leiepron© call 

to Leicester 823261 at any hour brings you 
prompt repair or heavy recovery service at mod¬ 
erate cost. 

FITHNG AGENCY FOR TECALEMIT A.C.L A large 
bay is reserved permanently for this work—your 
vehicles are off the road for the shortest possible 
time. 

■•■flNOTNE LEYLAND-APPROVED VEHICLE LEASING 
SCHEME 3aves your capital for essential invest¬ 
ment, gives you exact known transport cost3 
yearly, eliminates vehicle disposal problems. 



FORD&SLATER LTD 

NARBOROUGH ROAD SOUTH, LEICESTER • Telephone 823261 

and at Macaulay Street. Grimsby. Tel: S7181. Thorpe Road, Norwich. Tel: 20297 



A A Leyland Retriever-badged six-wheeler, with the 'long-door' LAD cab, 13 LVP (Birmingham, 1964), in the livery of Yardley (Transmix) Concrete Ltd, 
based in Garretts Green, Birmingham, underneath the hopper, ready for its next load. The mixer equipment, complete with a donkey engine featuring a 
Fordson tractor grille, is labelled SP Limited. 






























MIDLANDS AND EAST ANGLIA 



24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 



A An interesting line-up of Albion vehicles in the livery of Lindsey County Council, covering the northern part of today's Lincolnshire. To the fore is WFU 
455, a Chieftain tractor unit, coupled to a low-loader trailer, next to YBE 90 and XBE 717 and 716, all Chieftain tippers, and three Claymores, including 
XFU 87, which were probably also three-way tippers for the highways department. The vehicles were all registered in late 1960 or early 1961. 



A A picture of an unusual vehicle, an Albion Claymore, with its underfloor engine visible behind the cab. This carried the manufacturer's logo, so the 
vehicle was presumably a demonstrator. The short wheelbase would suggest a tipper, but the dropside body looks as if it was firmly bolted down. You 
can just make out a Bedford K, M or O Series in the showroom behind. 



































HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 


> Unfortunately, we can't read 
the operator's details on the 
cab door of this Scammell 
Highwayman, 579 GAY 
(Leicestershire, 1964), fitted with 
'cycle wings' at the front, with an 
equally new-looking Scammell 
low-loader trailer, pictured 
outside the Ford & Slater 
Leicester branch. 


< One of the heavier vehicles supplied by the 
Grimsby branch in those days was this Scammell 
Highwayman tractor unit for E Nickerson & 
Company Ltd, of Scunthorpe. It would have been 
delivered around 1960, complete with a new or 
thoroughly refurbished frameless small diameter 
tanker trailer, of the type used for acids and the 
like. It is difficult to say whether this was also a 
Scammell product. 


At the other end of the scale, this Scammell 
Townsman three-wheeled tractor unit, 

KBC 931E, was supplied in 1967, to 
Partridge Wilson of Leicester, makers of 
Davenset rectifiers, later to become part of 
Westinghouse. 
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24 HOUR HEAVY RECOVERY 
AND BREAKDOWN SERVICE 
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[F I SJ LEICESTER 823261 
v v Crimsby: Day 57181 Night Laceby 209 

Norwich: Day 20297 Night 20297 


A A later example of a Scammell Routeman eight-wheeled tipper, SJB 488M, possibly seen later in life, demoted to a training vehicle, running from Amey 
Roadstone's Shepshed depot. 

V One of the many fine vehicle studies distributed by Scammell Lorries, featuring an early Highwayman tractor unit from around 1960. (We hope to bring 
you an issue in this series in the future featuring some of these Scammell pictures.) 






















for Freightline sales and service 


Now you know about the magnificent now Leyland 
Power Plus ‘Freightl'ne’ trucks with Ergomatic tilt 
cab—about their supremo safety, economy and 
ease of maintenance—you'll want to see them at 
your leisure. Look into Ford & Slater where we will 
soon have one of the new Freightlines ready for 
demonstration on early appointment. 


For buying or leasing your new Freightline truck in the Midlands a 
you can rely implicitly on Ford & Slater. Our three depots cover com& 
prehensively the entire area and offer a sales and service organisatio^l 
second to none. 

EXTENSIVE MODERN WORKSHOP undertaking crankshaft grinding, surface I 
grinding, cylinder boring, remetalling, boring of bearings, Heenan and Froudofl 
Dynamometer testing, and general machining. Separate large bay permanent*® 
reserved for fitting Tecalemit Syndromic and A.C.L. 

MOBILE STORES VANS operating at fixed schedules on known routes. Vas 
range of Albion, Leyland and Scammell spares in permanent stock. 

SUPERBLY EQUIPPED SERVICING BAYS for oyer 100 vehicles. 

PLUS 24-HOUR BREAKDOWN AND HEAVY RECOVERY SERVICE. 

PROMPT, FAIR PART-EXCHANGE on ail makes of vehicle. 

CONTRACT DEPRECIATION PLAN gives you all the fax reliefs, including in¬ 
vestment allowance... ensures exact known transport costs yearly... reduces 
maintenance with eariy vehicle replacement. 

FORD & SUITER IID 

NARBOROUGH ROAD SOUTH, LEICESTER. Tclephono 823261 
and at Macaulay Street, Grimsby. Tel. 57181 (Day): Laceby 209 (Night) 

Thorpe Road, Norwich. Telephone 20297 


88 I HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 


A An unusual overhead shot from the rear, showing details of a six¬ 
wheeled chassis with the Ergomatic cab, all ready for the bodybuilder. 

> When new vehicles with the Ergomatic cab were introduced, they were 
called the Freightline range, and Ford & Slater was there right at the start 
with adverts, as soon as they were announced at the end of 1964. 

Y A nice shot, emphasising the lines of this typical agricultural tipper, 
with its double dropsides, to carry beet, grain or feed, in bulk as well as 
in sacks. Based on an Ergo-cabbed Leyland Super Comet chassis, GFW 
921D (Lindsey, 1966), was bound for A C Naylor & Sons, farmers of Middle 
Rasen, Lincolnshire. 


302 (Supplement) THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR September 25 1<J 


...AND LOOK INTO 
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A W & J Parker, the meat wholesaler based in Leicester, was a big user of Leyland vehicles. Here is KBC 944E (Leicester, 1967), a long wheelbase Super 
Comet, fitted with an insulated body, clad with 'embossed' alloy panels, with an over-cab fridge unit. 





A A Leyland Retriever-badged six-wheeler, with an Ergomatic cab, and heavy-duty tipper body, GWD 628D (Warwickshire, 1966), for the West Midlands 
Division, Warwickshire Area Transport Department of the National Coal Board, seen when new. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



Y This 1966 Leicester-registered Leyland Super Comet four-wheeled bulk tipper of Chas Draper Ltd was masquerading as an AEC when it was pictured 
later in life. 











































/ 



A An Ergomatic-cabbed Leyland Comet, JFU 700E (Lindsay, 1967), fitted with ready mixed concrete equipment for Denniff. The 'donkey engine' to power 
the mixer drum was a Ford unit, judging from the Fordson Major Tractor-style radiator grille, which I think means the equipment was probably by 'Ritemixer'. 



CONTRACT DEPRECIATION 


PUTS YOUR FLEET IN A PRIVILESED POSITION 

wasting repairs. But that is not all to CD: consider these po.nts carefully 



»Greatly reduced time on unprofitable 
administration 

• No disposal problems—'forget about mar¬ 
ket fluctuations 

• Tailor-made contracts to suit your individual 
operatino conditions exactly—fewer idle 
trucks or part loads 


• Early vehicle replacement before heavy overhaul 
and repair bills become due — less maintenance 
and smaller workshop staffs needed 

• You get all the tax reliefs, including investment 
allowance 

• Significantly lower and accurately predictable 
operating costs every year—guesswork eliminated 
once and for ail—less drain on capital 

More and more large fleer operators are relying on Contract “f, 

bv Ford & Slater over 15 years to ensure continuous service and the availability of all 
yourtruck requirements .Find out for yourself. Fill In the coupon for our brochure 
•Contract Depreciation—the reasons why". Do it TODAY 1 

FORD & SLATER LTD 

NARBOROUGH ROAD SOUTH, LEICESTER. Telephone: Leicester 823261 

I0NEERS OF THE LEYLAND APPROVED VEHICLE CONTRACT OPERATING SCHEME-STILL THE MOST ECONOMICAL 

_I 

j 'TO: FORD & SLATER LTD., NARBOROUGH ROAD SOUTH, LEICESTER 
J Yes! Please send me your Contract Depreciation brochure, without obligation. 

I Send for the attention of ----. 


j (,) *pp,ox im .« rikq..- «■> TW - -- <C) Typ8 g “'' S ...~ _j 



A Not all operators were switching completely to artics in the late 1960s, as 
demonstrated by this Ergo-cabbed Leyland Octopus, with dropside body, KBE 
315E (Lindsey, Lincolnshire, 1967) for Harvey Brothers Transport, of Coningsby. 


< Leasing or contract hire - Ford & Slater was an innovator of such schemes, 
with the backing of Leyland, and continued to advertise the fact throughout the 
1960s. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



Left and below: Most likely pictures from the bodybuilder, unfortunately unknown, 
although the mudflaps are printed with an 'NTE' logo, of an Albion Super Reiver six¬ 
wheeler, BUR 560K (Hertfordshire, 1971), fitted with the Ergo cab, and an all-welded 
aluminium body, for D H Loveday & Son of Hemel Hempstead. 



Two of the Coventry-based Batley Garages delivery vehicles of the Brady Group, CKV 884D, a 
1966 Ergo-cabbed Albion Chieftain, and an earlier LAD-cabbed example. 
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< A later picture, which has 
nevertheless suffered some damage, 
of a Leyland Bison, with the later, 
slightly taller style of Ergo cab and 
up-dated grille, for comparison, 

DJU 840T (Leicester, early 1979), in 
the fleet of Walter Smith of Groby, 
Leicester, a big user of Leylands on 
road construction work. 


> One of the newest pictures we have and probably the worst in quality, 
but it shows a Leyland six-wheeler - probably a Mastiff, although we can't 
read the badge - with the ex-BMC 'Pilot' cab, SNR 855N (Leicestershire, 
1974), with an alloy dropside tipper body, for Jesson Webster Transport. 


A Another Leyland Bison six-wheeled tipper, this time with removable double dropsides, NFP 453M (Rutland, 1973), in the fleet of Pridmores Haulage, of 
Barrowden, Rutland, more recently a Volvo operator. 
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HERE’S ONE WE SOLD EARLIER 



> This Leyland Bison 
six-wheeled bulk 
tipper, TNV 48N 
(Northamptonshire, 
1974), was for 
Everard & Saltmarsh, 
corn merchants, 
based in Kettering. 


V A reminder that 
Guy was part of the 
Leyland Group, here 
we have a Big J6 
tipper, NJW 638E 
(Wolverhampton, 
1967) in the Tarmac 
Roadstone fleet. 












































A Just visiting; this Guy Big J six-wheeled dropside with crane, NUO 655M (Devon, 1973), used by the Leicester District of ECC Quarries Ltd, based at 
Croft, has just been serviced at Ford & Slater's Leicester branch. 


Pilot Works- Ltd 

Manchester Road. Holton 


While we're on the subject of manufacturers' 
promotional pictures, Ray and Derek have 
supplied us with some from Pilot (in the days 
before it became part of Edbro?). This is a 
Leyland Super Beaver, the bonneted export 
chassis, fitted with a scow-ended dumper body, 
lifted by twin under-body hydraulic rams. 
































Pilot Works l td 

.Manchester Road. Holton 


Photographed on the same piece of waste ground, 
presumably near the Manchester Road, Bolton 
works, was this modern-looking bulk tipper body, 
again with twin under-floor rams, on an Albion 
Chieftain chassis, for local customer, James B Wood, 
Corn Merchants, of Hollinwood, Lancashire. 



Another bulk tipper body, this time a double dropside 
with front-end twin rams, common in the 1950s, but 
frowned on in more recent years as less stable 
than a single ram. Again, this appears to be of 
light allow construction, offering a maximum 
payload on the Leyland Comet chassis. 



Pilot Works l td. 

H«m< ln**t«*r 











Pilot Works Lul. 



M.«ftvluster Ko;id. liiilion 


Another bulk body, presumably destined to carry coke, 
as it was for the Gas Board, complete with 'Mr Therm' 
on the cab door. The alloy body, with its horizontal ribs 
had under-floor rams and was fitted to an early post-war 
style Leyland Octopus eight-wheeled chassis. 



With the later style of 'Mouth-organ' cab, 
this Leyland Hippo six-wheeler was 
fitted with yet another style of high¬ 
sided tipping body, with the twin 
rams enclosed within the front end 
of the body. 



Pilot Works ltd. 

.Wane-hostor Road. Bolton 
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The Road Haulage Archive is published every two months and contains 
100 pages packed full of nostalgic photos and detailed information, each 
looking at a particular aspect of our road transport history. From lorry 
manufacturers, like Seddon and Thornycroft, to operators, such as Tate & 
Lyle and the Post Office. Or even a review of a particular industry, such as 
municipal vehicle development, heavy haulage and the fairground. 
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A Parrs already had a relationship with Scammell through supplying low-loaders and other trailers to its customers, so it's no surprise that some vehicles were 
also sold, like this Rigid 8 for J & G Leah of Riddings, Derbyshire, which also had an ERF tipper around the same time. The Scammell is seen, as usual, outside 
Abbey Park, Leicester. 



A A nice front three-quarters shot of an Albion Revier platform-bodied six-wheeler, EFU 646C (Lindsey, 1965), for Wall Bros, haulage contractors of Haxey, near 
Doncaster, outside Ford & Slater's Grimsby premises, with the garage forecourt with its Jet and Regent pumps, showroom and workshops in the background. 























A An early post-war delivery from Parrs of Leicester, to a regular local customer, F E Greasley of Groby, Leicester, was this 1949 ERF 44G, with the 'V' cab and 
wooden tipper body, photographed like many vehicles the company supplied outside the gates of Abbey Park, not far from the company's premises. 



A Photographed outside Ford & Slater's Grimsby branch is a platform-bodied LAD-cabbed Leyland Comet, OJL 591 (Holland, Lincolnshire, 1959-60), supplied to W 
H Christian of Boston. This was a typical vehicle of its time. Note the sack-lifter frame beneath the body, suggesting that this vehicle would be used to transport farm 
produce. 

















































